10 things

10thingsyou
didn’tknow about
Beyazid Mosque

beautiful mosque just a few steps away from them. Rich Carriero explains whythis is a big mistake.
Photos by Scott Newman.




Inthe heartof the ancient city

Beyazid Mosqueislocated in theeponymous
Beyazid Square,a 10- minute walk from Aya Sofya
and Sultanahmet Camii down the Mese (Divan Yolu),
themaindrag of ancient Constantinople. Beyazid
Squarewas, during the Byzantineera, the forum
builtby the Emperor Theodosius, thelastman torule
boththe Easternand Western Empires.

separated rom the Main nave by MassIve plers
and columns. A few elegant stained-glass win-
dows situated along these aisles and containing
pastel panes of green, blueand pink admitan ethe-
reallight. Theaisles in turn support the mosque’s
twominarets, which are placed far from the main
body at bothends of the exceptionally long axis
thatseparates themosquefromits courtyard.
Thisscheme differs from other mosques like
Sultanahmet, which place their minaretsat the
corners of the grand courtyard and themosque
itself, Rather than the traditional cube of space
created by other mosque plans, the Beyazid is

wider and more compartmentalised like a basilica.

Inthe heartofthe moderncity

The Beyazid Mosque overlooks Divan Yolu,a
historicstreet lined with nargile cafes, shops and
restaurants. The mosqueissituated beside the
prominent entrance to Istanbul University. Next
tothe mosque on its easternsideis the sahaflar
carsisi (book bazaar), a tent city in which sellers
hawk Turkish university texts alongside Islamic
books and translations of popular novels. The
high volume of pedestrian traffic means that
Beyazid Mosque isa well-used religious building
like Yeni (New)Camii in Eminéni.
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Sole survivor

Beyazid Camii was built between 1501 and 1506
by the architect Yakub shah ibn Sultanshah on
the orders of Beyazid I1, son of Mehmet the
Conqueror. Although Sultan Mehmet built
Fatih Camii (the Mosque of the Conqueror) dur-
ing the 15th century, a major earthquake lev-
elled this historic building in 1766, leaving
Beyazid Camiias the oldest surviving major
mosque in [stanbul.
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Beyazid Mosque is an exceedingly important
waork of Ottoman architecture. It containsmany of
the elements of the grand [stanbul mosques such
asaprominentdome flanked by half domes, a
design thatallows the floral patternand kufic
scripton the painted ceiling tobe seen fromany
vantage point-aconscious imitation of Aya Sofya.
The Beyazid also has a courtyard surrounded by
an arcade of Moorisharches formed by alternating
white lime and red sandstone. Thecourtyardisa
relaxing place where the swaying of treesand ccol
Marmara breezes evokea feeling of sanctuary.
Thecourtyardalso contains a working sadirvan
(ablutions fountain).

Same but different

The design of Beyazid Camii departs from that of
traditional Ottoman mosques ina few significant
ways. Most notableareits side aisles, whichare

Bling,bling

Beyazid Il gave specificinstructions that his
moscue was to contain as much rare stone as pos-
sible. The columns, arches and piers of the
Beyazid Camiiare composed of marble, rare gran-
ite, porphyry and verd antique inanassemblage
of startling colour that rivals the painted designs
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of plum-red porphyry columns as well as faded
green marble and verd antique columns. The two
colossal columns that hold the dome up inside the
mosqueareasolid dove-grey granite.
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Civiccenter

Builtinaformer Byzantine forum, Beyazid Camii
has traditionally been a bustling place. Themosque
complexwas constructed toincludeamedrese
(Islamic school), hamam (bath house), turbes
(tombs)andapublickitchen. Ottoman Sultans con-
structed such complexes as public works projectsto
enrich thecity and encourage other richand power-
ful Ottomans todothe same. Mosqueslike Beyazid
Camii formed the nucleus of thesurrounding neigh-
bourhood, which, as Istanbul grew, became one of
thebusiestin thecity.
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Publicspace

Inaddition tohosting asteady trafficof the faithful,
the Beyazid's courtyard and surrounding grounds
area veritable outdoor shoppingmall with peddlers
selling Islamicprayer beads, souvenirs, clothes,
handbags and whatever elsethey cancarry andlay
outonablanket. Separated from Istanbul
University by only a few hundred yards of public
square, themosque has alsowitnessed thecelebra-
tionsand often colourful protests that take place out-
sidethe greatschool.
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Prepareto bé aWec_f )

Beyazid Camii lacks the size of Sultanahmet and
the opulence of Stileyman Camii but has its own
unicue charm. Tt is exceedingly colourful duetoits
rarestoneand vibrant yet delicate Islamic décor of
geometric designand script. Themosquehasa
certain dimness appropriate toa placeof worship
but thisis counterbalanced by the light admitted
through its stained glass, and, for this reason per-
haps, it comes closest torecreating the atmosphere
of AyaSofya. Theage of the Beyazid Mosque lit-
erally 0ozes from the walls in the best possible
way; its occasional crack and water stains are
almost poetie touches. Beyazid Camiiis asymbol
of the Ottomans’ transition from warrior nomads
toproud possessors of an empire -a metamorpho-
sis apparentin the mosque’s composite design.

Gettingthere

Finding Beyazid Camiiisacinch. Youcantakethe
tram to the Beyazid stoporsimply walk downDivan
Yolufrom AyaSofyaand Sultanahmet. Asat all
Istanbulmosaques, thereisnoentry feebut please
takeoffyour shoes, wearlong trousers and, ladies,
cover your head andshoulders. Typical mosqueeti-
quettealsorequiresthatyoudonotenter during
prayers.
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